CHAPTER IV

THE NEW EDUCATION IN THE NEW

LIFE

IT is in the realm of education that we see
the greatest and the most abiding changes
under the Republic. People have become
enthusiastic in this direction* The old pious
doctrine of the social utility of ignorance has
been relegated to the domain of mischievous
superstitions. Nothing is further from popular
anxiety than Renan's fear of "the day for hu-
man society when light has penetrated into all
its strata."1 After the Franco-Prussian War
Frenchmen were directed by the thought that it
was "the school-teacher who had won at Sedan/'
and that it was by education that France could
regain her position in the world.

Led by this conviction the nation shrank from
no sacrifice. Beautiful school-houses, spitefully
called palais scolaires by the reactionaries,
have been erected in the villages, lycSes and

1 Dtecowa et conferences, 1887, p. 229.
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